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WANTED: 
Editor for Gold 
Magazine.   
 

Apply to any Committee 
Member. 
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Middlesex & Southern 
Counties Shoot 
27th-28th May 

Have you ever shot in driving rain, wind and 
cold for 2 solid days?  That’s just what five 
stoic (or mad) members of the Club did when 
they attended the Middlesex County and 
Southern Counties shoots over the Bank 
Holiday weekend at the end of May! 
 
The ground was an interesting set up with the 
men’s and women’s lines divided by a large 
grassy mound on top of which the leading Judge 
lauded over proceedings, whilst the rest of the 
Judges dotted along the two lines gave signals 
in a variety of ways to give the OK that the lines 
were clear to collect arrows.  This all went 
swimmingly on the first day with Claire Kinsey 
being awarded 1st visiting Lady Recurve and 
Guildford winning the Visiting Team event 
made up of Claire Kinsey, Nikki Stolarski, 
Gary Readings and Richard Fitzgerald. 
 
The second day was a FITA shoot, which saw 
the GAC presence increase with the arrival of 
three more members.  Much drama had taken 
place since day 1 with many tents pitched 
overnight being blown away, including the 
Judges’ gazebo (first rule of Boy Scouts and 
Archery tournaments – never pitch tent on top of 
hill open to the elements!), as did part of the 
electronic timing system on the Ladies line.  All 
was not lost though, as in the words of Baldric, 
the Judges had a cunning plan!  They rigged the 
rest of the electronic timing system to a car 
horn, which tooted when it was time to start and 
stop shooting!  - then disaster!  What with more 
wind and rain and people migrating in droves, 
all the electronics packed up.  Not to be 
defeated, a Judge was dispatched to the car and 
via walkie-talkies orders were given when to 
sound the horn manually!! 
 
By lunchtime numbers had dwindled 
dramatically, but still all GAC members 
remained.  The ladies then found out that the 
men’s shooting line was less windy and far 
more protected and the decision was made to up 
tents and belongings and integrate with the men 
to complete the last two distances together. 
 
We finally finished at around 6.30 pm 
thoroughly exhausted, but proud to have “stuck 
it out”.  Claire Kinsey won 1st Lady Recurve 
and GAC won the team event consisting of 
Claire Kinsey, Nikki Stolarski, Richard 
Fitzgerald and Neil Bentley. 
 
This has certainly been a first for me in the 
wearing of thermals, trousers, 2 pairs of socks, 
4 layers of tops and waterproofs to a shoot in 
May!! 
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All members who took part at the shoots should 
all be given medals for “sticking it out” as 
follows:-  Jan Stolarski, Richard Fitzgerald, 
Neil Bentley, Nick Sparrowhawk, Val Smith, 
Claire Kinsey, Gary Readings and Nikki 
Stolarski  
 
Written by (a still damp) Nikki Stolarski 

Take-A-Break 
13th June 2007 

 

 
 
Once again, a well attended shoot with a 
record number of entries. 92 entered and 
83 shot on the day. The weather was kind 
to us by being warm, cloudy with sunny 
periods and a light wind. 
 
14 Guildford members took part with 
notable results for the ladies, 1st Clare, 2nd 
Nikki, 4th Jane and 6th Val. Gents, Richard 
came 4th and then Neil 8th and the rest 
followed. Well done to Rodney for 2nd in 
the longbow section. 
 
 

 Little Acorn  
23rd June 2007 

 

 
 
After a very worrying time the week before 
the tournament when we only had 35 
entries the shoot ended up with 72 entries, 
the last 8 entries received Friday evening 

at 8 pm. (Talk about short notice.) This 
does not help, and makes more work for 
the organiser. Never mind I should be used 
to it by now. A good day was had by all 
just spoilt by a couple of showers during 
the day and a big downpour at the end 
when everyone was packing away. 
Well done to Rebecca and Adam Southey 
who shot their first tournament both coming 
third in their category, also taking part in 
the fancy-dress. 
Matt Tully shot what would be his last Little 
Acorn as he will be too old to enter next 
year, although Matt was the only entry in 
his age group Mick thought it fitting to 
award his last Little Acorn, but I’m sure he 
will be around next year helping. Thanks to 
Steve Tully who operated the spot prize 
tickets and provided the music to entertain 
the archers. 
Also thanks go to Heather and the catering 
team for providing the early morning Bacon 
Butties. 
Hopefully we can encourage more of our 
juniors to enter this tournament next year. 
 
 

 
 

(Your Tournament Organiser pretending to 
be a Nurse - or is it he likes dressing up in 

dresses.) 
 
 

   24 Hour Shoot 
30th June/1st July 

Well it seemed a good idea at the time!!! 
The “time” was the first committee 
meeting of the year on a gloomy damp 
February night. The thought of the glorious 
sunshine of June and July, with the novelty 
of shooting under a full moon on a clear 
warm night was very appealing just then. 
As it turned out this could not have been 
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further from the truth. At the end of a week 
that had brought unseasonable heavy rain 
and flooding to much of the country, those 
who turned up at the field at noon on 
Saturday 30th June thought  that the event 
may well be washed out. The all too 
familiar Normandy gale was blowing and 
the rain was unrelenting. 
However Barbara and John Proctor stirred 
the group into life by getting the BarBe 
fired up and fuelled by burgers and bacon 
rolls a hardy band of 17 archers lined up 
for the opening. This involved all archers 
shooting one arrow at a target face with a 
£5 note concealed behind. John Proctor got 
his due reward, his arrow being the nearest 
when the fiver was revealed, proving that 
misfires do sometimes pay off!!! (Sorry 
John, but then it was my fiver !!)    
 
The opening shoot was at six short 
distance fun targets and it was good to see 
two of the juniors, who were braving the 
elements, Tom and Josh McAteer, enjoying 
themselves so much. The three Stolarskis  
(late arrivals) were squeezed in as one 
team  ( this had also seemed a good idea at 
the time ) and the resulting family 
“discussions” as they tried to guide each 
other at  shooting blindfold provided much 
amusement to the others. However Jan, 
Nikki and Marek had the last laugh as they 
took first prize at the end of the session. 
Must just mention that the longbow team of 
myself, Gary and Jane were tops at 
shooting blindfold, recording two golds 
amongst our several hits, which just goes 
to prove that instinctive shooting is the 
best. We were also unsurprisingly fastest 
at the “rapid fire” target, with only Boran 
putting up any serious opposition, before 
Jane finally took the honours with six 
arrows in the target in 31 seconds. Hope 
you can run fast Gary!!! 
 
By now a few more had joined the obvious 
fun and we welcomed Ruth Cox, Ben 
Robinson and Esten Daniels from Alton 
and Four Marks, joining Colin Wilson from 
Yateley who had been in from the start. A 
50 yard football league style pairs 
competition followed as the rain returned 
with a vengeance Colin and Mick Brown 
topped the league table winning all bar one 
of their matches.  With the weather closing 
in and gloom descending a break was 
called and we retreated to the hut to set up 

short distance targets to shoot at from the 
relative shelter of the verandah. The 
numbers had now swollen to around 25 as 
the night shift reported in and the pre-
ordered excellent fish and chips provided 
by Riverside Fish Bar were enjoyed when 
Val and Nikki eventually found the right 
chip shop!!! 
A Portsmouth round was then shot from 
under the verandah as a figure all in white 
appeared from the gloom, the unexpected 
but welcome arrival of the club chairman, 
Mike Ney. The bonfire built with true 
craftsmanship by Neil Bentley lit well, 
despite the wet, as midnight approached, 
giving some members a much needed  
chance to dry out a bit. The less hardy  
now retired home to bed or to their tents 
pitched on site earlier, and I have to 
confess to slinking off for a couple of 
hours attempting a kip in the back of the 
car, not something I would recommend. 
However, reinforcements had arrived in the 
shape of Jeff Bayton and Richard 
Fitzgerald and shooting continued from 
under the verandah until a grey dawn 
broke.   
 
A Western round commenced out on the 
field as skies cleared around 6.00 a.m. 
and, with the sun rising over the bank, 1 or 
2 foolish archers complained that this was 
right in their eyes, making shooting 
difficult. Needles to say the clouds and 
rain returned within a few minutes. The 
arrival of “the catering staff” in the lovely 
shapes of Pat Lingwood and Heather 
Brown was then most welcome and the 
resultant smell of barbequing  bacon, as 
the rain intensified, proved too much, and 
it took little persuasion for the Western to 
be quickly shortened to a National and an 
early breakfast to be taken.  
 
The sleepers had by now stirred from their 
tents, cars and homes (I can confirm that 
Nikki looks just as good first thing in the 
morning and Colin Ellsley, sadly, no better 
)  and with rain continuing, the final session 
of the event was again shot from under the 
verandah. 
 
It was thus a somewhat soggy but happy 
bunch who sat around the closing barbeque 
at Sunday noon and, if nothing else, the 
event had served to pull members together 
in a spirit of determination to persevere to 
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the end, regardless of what was thrown at 
them. John Proctor said it was like the war 
years all over again, but didn’t say which 
war!! Special mentions to Pat, Heather, 
Nikki, Barbara and John for their culinary 
excellence, Val Smith for being the only 
member with the stamina to shoot 
throughout the 24 hours, Boran for the food 
and drink he kindly donated and Mac 
Edwards, Matt Brown and Chris Taig who 
seemed to be having their own competition 
to see who could stand out in the rain 
longest wearing only a T shirt!!! In all 38 
archers took some part and all appeared to 
have a really good time -- well done to all 
of you -- I admire your perseverance. 
Now, if you’re all free next weekend, I’ve 
got this really great idea -----.  
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FLAG (FAGY) 
12th  August 

The second leg took place at Alton & Four 
Marks.  The weather started out overcast, 
but soon deteriorated into the wet weather 
that this year will be remembered for. 
 
All disciplines were represented, 
compound, recurve and longbow.  
Unfortunately, not all teams were able to 

field all three.  Next year we hope to 
encourage juniors to put in an appearance 
as well.  (There is a separate trophy but it 
was not contested this year.) 
 
I don’t know if it was due to sheer numbers 
but Guildford repeated the performance of 
the first leg and, therefore, carried off the 
trophy. 
 
Unfortunately, Alton & Four Marks were not 
able to provide the after shoot 
refreshments which everyone looks 
forward to. 
 

SUMMER? 
���� �����	� 
���	�� ��� ����
	�
����������	��
	���
 

 
 

GAC 200 CLUB 
As you are all no doubt aware, the 200 
Club is now up and running.  This is an 
important element of our fundraising 
activities for the new clubhouse building, 
and could potentially be one of our biggest 
single sources of income. 
 
Membership is open to anyone over 16 
years of age and costs £2 per month by 
cash, cheque or standing order, or you can 
pay £24 for the whole year. 
 
Three draws have been held so far, and 
the winners are:- 
 
Month First Second Third 
July Annie 

Readings 
Gary 
Readings 

Malcolm 
Rees 

August Colin 
Ellsley 

John 
Dansey 

Gary 
Readings 

Sept. Jeff 
Bayton 

George 
Farquhar 

Rodney 
Morrison 

 
Membership has been growing steadily, 
but we need more of you to join in!  The 
more people who take part, the bigger the 
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prizes will become and the more we raise 
for Club funds.  This scheme has the 
added benefit of not needing club members 
to give up more of their time for fundraising 
activities, plus you make a profit into the 
bargain! 
 
To take part, speak to any of the 
committee members or direct to Nick 
Sparrowhawk. 
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