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SCAM 2006
A large number of Guildford archers 

attended the 2006 Southern Counties Ar-
chery Meeting held in Winchester. The 
event took place over the 17th, 18th and 
19th of May but unfortunately wasn’t 
blessed with pleasant spring weather as 
fleeces and hats was the order of the day 
in an attempt to keep  out the cold wind.

Results
Guildford was represented on all 

three days with four archers attending the 
longbow day on the 17th and a total of 
fifteen archers competing in the double 
York/Hereford round on the 18th and 
19th. Congratulations to Nikki Stolarski 
who placed second in the lady’s first class 
handicap and Ant Jempson who won the 
gent’s first class handicap.

Guildford Sport 
Awards

Words Nikki Stolarski
Picture: Jeff Bayton

It was a very warm evening when 
members of the Committee attended the 
Guildford Sports Awards together with 
one of our members – Val Smith – who 
we had put forward for the Allianz Corn-
hill Community Club Award for her serv-
ices and achievements in respect of 
coaching over the past year.

Arundel Trust
We also put forward another member 

of the club – Peter Hansen for The Arun-
del Trust award, which recognised special 
achievement in local sport, as Peter repre-
sented Surrey during the year and en-

hanced our Club website, which has been 
commended by both other Clubs and peo-
ple enquiring about GAC.

Compare
The evening was compared by Peter 

Gordon of Eagle Radio and an address 
given by Angela Gunning, Guildford Bor-
ough Council Mayor on her Year of Sport.  
Many sports clubs were represented on 
the night ranging from speed skating, to 
boxing to athletics to cricket to name but 
a few.

Highly Commended
Val received a Highly Commended 

award in her category and Peter was short-
listed in his category.  

Climax
The climax of the evening was a talk 

given by Helene Raynsford, Paralympic 
Basketball and World Cup silver medallist 
and British Rowing record holder.  Helene 
took us through her grueling training pro-
gramme in respect of her rowing achieve-
ments.

Support
Helene does not have the use of her 

legs, so relies upon a support team, ex-
perts in their field, to help her reach her 
goals, but at the end of the day, Helene has 
to do the work and was on the water at 
6.00am every morning in all weathers 
putting in the practice, plus the weight 

training she also did each day as well as 
holding down a full-time job.  She made us 
feel very humble indeed.

Equipment
Guildford Sports is a great organisa-

tion to be part of and we have already 
received a grant from them for equipment.

Well Done
Well done to Val and Peter for their 

selection at the Awards Ceremony.
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Petersfield Bear 
Floodlit Shoot

Words: Nikki Stolarski

We arrived at Petersfield on a bright 
if slightly chilly evening for the event.  It 
was strange to arrive for a shoot in broad 
day light, but finish in the depths of dark-
ness!

Full Force
As usual Guildford Archery Club was 

in full force with tem full members and 
two associate members taking part.

Grizzly
The targets were big, brown, grizzly 

bears standing in a free flowing river.  
There were shaped rings of completely 
different sizes on the bear which ranged 
from 5 points to 1; 1 being any part of the 
fur – just as well they had shaggy coats on, 
as they came in handy.  Many archers 
decided to catch a few fish by missing the 
bear entirely and heading straight for the 
river – no points there then!

Drinks
Much banter took place as the drinks 

flowed (they have a bar at the ground) and 
by the end of the shoot it was nigh impos-
sible to see your arrows on the target in the 
floodlights, which added to the fun.

Food
Food was thrown in the price of the 

shoot consisting of hot chili with bread 
and crumble and custard for dessert fol-
lowed by prize giving.  Steve Lingwood 
won the gent’s Recurve and managed to 
pick up a fan club along the way, by one 
of the young girls asking for his autograph 
after the event, no doubt groupies will 
follow in the coming weeks!  Julie Histon 
one of our associate members won Ladies 
Compound.

Success
It was a fun shoot that all members 

could take part in, whether beginners or 
more experienced, as the distance was 
only 30 metres and 3 dozen arrows shot.  
So look out for further shoots like this as 
judging on the success, Petersfield will be 
doing it again.

Clout Shoot
Words: Steve Tully
Picture: Jan Stolarski

GAC marks Independence day in 
style.

American Independence day 2006 - 
GAC host an alternative archery event for 
members.

Charterhouse
On 4th July, Charterhouse School, 

Godalming played host to the Clubs inau-
gural Clout shoot. 

Clout
For those who have not taken part in 

a clout before, the aim of the competition 
is to shoot arrows at a 'Clout' (a small 
square flag) positioned in the ground a 
'very long way' from the shooting line. 

Field
In accordance with the rules, we 

chose regulation distances of 180 yards 
and 140 yards, so allowing for safety and 
overshoots we needed a very big field in-
deed.

Beautiful
The Club arranged the hire of a huge, 

beautifully maintained, secure playing 
field from Charterhouse School, temporar-
ily available through this public school's 
summer recess. The school helped with 
signage and parking arrangements and the 
whole event went off without a hitch.

Stones
For those who were worried about 

arrows striking stones in the ground, we 
soon realised that at this prestigious 
school, obstructions like these were op-
tional extras and none were to be found.

Arrows
The 'Clout' marks the centre of the 

scoring zone. Arrows landing within 12 
feet of it score points according to the 
distance from the flag. The zones are iden-
tified by walking a 'scoring rope' around 
the Clout after the arrows are shot.

Two-Way
Shooting is two way to help cut down 

the amount of walking and the event is 
competed over 3 doz. arrows - 1½ doz. 
shot in each direction.

Balmy
In order to accommodate other club 

commitments the shoot was held on a 

'balmy' summers evening. In fact the 
weather was just perfect.

Records
Over twenty Club members attended. 

Clout Master's - and as this was a first for 
GAC, Club record holders, were Len (I've 
been fitting a kitchen all day) Howard 
(shooting over 180yds) and Nikki (thank 
goodness there was a church spire to aim 
at) Stolarski (shooting over 140yds). Well 
done to both of them.

Next Year
Charterhouse school were very 

pleased with the way the club conducted 
themselves and have invited us to go back 
next year. The committee have agreed to 
add the event into next years programme. 
Please try to come along.

Longbow
Oh, and for all those gallant longbow 

archers who struggled with the distances, 
thank you for attending. We will set up a 
Clout at 120yds for you next year. (I bet 
Henry V didn't have this trouble).

Merrist Wood
Words: Jeff Bayton

In May 2005, GAC took a Have a Go 
stand at the Merrist Wood Open Day for 
the first time. The sun shone, the crowds 
flocked in and the team of 10 were busy all 
day, often with queues waiting their turn 
and a lot of enquiries about the Club and 
beginners’ courses. We took over £800 
and counted it a day well spent.

High Hopes
So, for 2006, we had high hopes of a 

repeat performance and planned accord-
ingly. The team was increased to fifteen, 
displays and equipment prepared, more 
bosses set out and everything ready to 
capitalise on another successful show. But 
we hadn’t allowed for the English weath-
er…

Weather
After 3 days at a very wet and blustery 

Winchester tournament (see report else-
where) and two equally damp birthday 
parties on the Saturday, we were resigned 
to the likelihood of less than perfect condi-
tions. Unfortunately, the Sunday was the 
wettest day so far, with frequent showers 
only interrupted by belts of heavy rain.

Swathed
Undaunted, the tutors, heavily 

swathed in macs and oilskins, demon-
strated the noble art of archery to those 
hardy souls who braved the conditions and 
had a go, many securing one of Steve 



����	
	�
����	����

����	
�


Tully’s “I hit Gold with GAC” certificates 
and seeming to enjoy the experience.

Parrade
However, when the parade of military 

vehicles was cancelled due to the deterio-
rating conditions and only the tractors 
were still moving, the organisers called it 
a day and we packed up at about 3.30pm. 
Club funds benefited by £290 and the team 
retired to dry out.

Thanks
Thanks to all those who participated 

on the day, and a special mention to 
Jamie’s girlfriend Sue who turned up (with 
Jamie) both to the Lions’ show and this 
one and ended up helping on the stand for 
most of the day each time!

Better luck next year…

Club Accreditation 
Words: Steve Tulley

The committee have been working 
with Active Sports Surrey and Guildford 
Borough Council to secure accreditation 
under a nationally recognised certificate.

Levels
Accreditation is divided into three 

levels - Bronze, Silver and Gold and in-
volves a full review of the way the Club 
administers and conducts its affairs.

Policies
Issues such as equality, codes of con-

duct, health and safety and child protection 
policies are all considered, together with 
development plans, partnership arrange-
ments and first aid procedures.

Procedures
Because GAC already has a very good 

set of procedures in place, we are currently 
progressing both Bronze and Silver 
awards in unison.

Recommendations
As part of the accreditation process, 

the committee will be making recommen-
dations to the Club (date to be arranged) 
for minor changes to our constitution. We 
would encourage you to fully support 
these recommendations when invited to do 
so.

Excellence
This is an exciting time for the Club. 

If or when we achieve full accreditation 
we will be one of the first archery clubs in 
the south east to do so. It will put Guild-
ford on the map as a centre of excellence 
for our sport. 

Active Sport Surrey Club Accredita-
tion:

Summary of Documents (Bronze/ Sil-
ver award)

·  Club Constitution

·  GNAS Code of conduct
·  Equity statement
·  Code of conduct for Club officials 

and volunteers
·  Code of conduct for parents and sup-

porters
·  GNAS Archery range - Health and 

Safety policy
·  Child protection role description
·  GNAS Protection of children and 

vulnerable adults policy guidelines
·  GNAS Protection of children and 

vulnerable adults policy 
·  First Aid procedures
·  Incident form
·  Self declaration form

·  GNAS Rules of shooting
·  GNAS Discipline regulation

Fun Shoot
Words: Nikki Stolarski

On a bright Saturday afternoon, mem-
bers and their families took part in the 
annual Fun Shoot and BBQ – first and 
foremost a social event.

Competition
The competition was fiercely con-

tested with several interpretations and re-
monstrations regarding the rules, mainly 
by the grown-ups, of some of the games, 
but the referee’s decision was final!

Ludo
There were targets including a Ludo 

board, a Snakes and Ladders board, a pic-
ture of an animal, a bunch of balloons of 
different sizes and colours worth different 
scores, not forgetting making a word out 
of letters from 4 arrows.

Dictionary
Sheila Cooper did extremely well 

having never picked up a bow before, by 
getting 90% of the arrows on the targets!  
There was a good selection of three and 
four letter words – some of which I am 
sure did not feature in the Oxford English 
Dictionary.

BBQ
Once the prizes were given out, the 

Danieli family set too on the BBQ cooking 
sausages, burgers and chicken accompa-
nied by salads and desserts galore.  

Thanks
Thanks to all who helped make the 

afternoon and evening a success.

GNAM 2006
The 153rd. Grand National Archery 

Meeting was held over the 21st., 22nd. and 
23rd. of June at the National Sports Centre 
in Lilleshal, Shropshire. Guildford were 
represented by seven archers this year; 
Neil Bentley, Mick Brown, Colin Ellsley,  
Ian Gray, Peter Hansen, Steve Lingwood 
and  Gary Readings.

Relaxed
As this is an archery meeting as op-

posed to a tournament this encourages a 
relaxed atmosphere though there are prizes 
to be won (rather a lot in fact) the emphasis 
is very much on having fun hence such 
traditions as the mid-morning sherry and 
afternoon tea.

Karmic
However this year I think we could 

have done with brandy rather than sherry 
as for the first two days of the event we 
were faced with a very unseasonable cold 
snap. This resulted in most of the team 
wearing every bit of clothing they had 
brought in order to try and keep the bight-
ing wind out. I suppose this was some kind 
of karmic re-balancing after last year’s 
heat wave. Still archers are a hardy bunch 
after all you are doing the wrong sport in 
the wrong country if you worry about a bit 
of bad weather.

Wind
With the entire team apart from Colin 

(compounds were on their own targets) on 
adjacent targets we able to pitch two gaze-
bos together and wrap them in a tarpaulin 
to try and keep some of the wind out.

Shooting
Having organised our shelter it was 

time to get on with the shooting; which 
very nearly wasn’t possible for Gary as 
when he drew up his first arrow of sighters 
there was a crack sound which was his 
lower limb breaking! Thankfully he had a 
spare set and with some help from other 
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archers he was able to start the scoring part 
of the round with a fully working bow.

York
After this excitement we settled down 

to shooting the first half of a double York 
round trying not to let the cold and blus-
tery conditions put us off and hoping that 
tomorrow would be a better day, we were 
to be disappointed. The second day of the 
event dawned in much the same way as the 
first with a cold wind keeping the temper-
ature well bellow what you would expect 
for June.

Gazebo
Thankfully the palatial gazebo setup 

we had erected the day before was still in 
place and hadn’t been blown away over 
night. This helped to keep out the worst of 
the wind while we weren’t on the shooting 
line but when you went up to shoot you 
still had to grin and bear it.

Complete
By the end of the day with the double 

York completed we could retire to the pub 
where we were staying for a well earned 
pint of beer and a hot meal which was 
most appreciated.

Final Day
The final day as if to make up for the 

poor weather of the previous two days was 
bright, clear and very warm, this made the 
long national round held in the morning 
and the prize giving ceremony that fol-
lowed it in the afternoon very pleasant 
indeed.

Prizes

What made the prize giving even 
more pleasant was that Gary and I both 
won medals, Gary for placing third in the 
handicap for the double York and myself 
for placing third in the handicap for the 
long national. This capped off a very 
pleasant three days of shooting and I know 
many of us will be back next year.

From Little 
Acorns...

Words: Steve Tulley
Pictures: Steve Tulley & Brian Lodge

Who says junior archery can't be fun?

It was music and laughter all the way 
at the club’s open 'Little Acorn' shoot on 
Sat 24th June 2006.

Classics
Shooting got underway to the sound 

of a Disney classic and finally wound up 
six hours later (and that's a lot of music) 
with Queen's 'We are the Champions'. It 
was noisy, colourful and a great day out.

Eighty
Over eighty kids joined the party at-

mosphere and enjoyed a full day's compet-
itive shooting at our Normandy ground. 
Various western rounds were shot - but the 
archery competition was only part of it. 
The kids came expecting to have fun and 
we didn't disappoint.

Fancy Dress
Many of the youngsters entered into 

the spirit of the event by donning fancy 
dress. The older teenage group - many of 
then England team members, decided to 
cross dress in order to raise money for an 
International junior archery event to be 

held later this year. It was hilarious to see 
Chris Well's (16) trying to shoot in a full 
length evening dress, high heels and 3 inch 
long ear rings! His 'friends' requested us to 
play 'I feel like a woman' to make him feel 
at ease!

  Support
The event was organised by Val 

Smith with plenty of support from club 
members who prepared food, arranged 
targets, organised prizes, played music 
and generally kept our young guests enter-
tained.

Thanks
Special thanks have to go to Mick 

Brown who captained the field (complete 
with sparkling bowler and grass skirt) and 
our visiting judge - Maggie Woolf who 
organised a separate head to head shoot 
out at the end of the day.

 Prizes
Spot prizes were awarded throughout 

the day and face paints were on hand for 
those guests who found it a little 'uncool' 
to come in fancy dress.

Success
The kids loved it. Many of them said 

it was the best archery event they had ever 
attended - such was the measure of the 
events success.

Lions
The Club was very grateful to Guild-

ford Lions whose kind donation of £150 
helped to make the event a success.

Band
As a final treat Matt Tully set up a 

rock band and played a few contemporary 
hits just prior to prize giving.

Results
A full list of results is published on 

our web site, but mention should be made 
of Harry McKeown of Nonsuch who was 
overall champion and who also won the 
head to head shoot off. 

Inspire
What a great way to inspire a new 

generation of young archers. Well done 
Guildford and to everyone who lent a 
hand. 
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Theme
Next years event is already planned 

for Sat 23rd June when the fancy dress 
theme will be the 'services' (can't wait to 
see Mick Brown in his nurses uniform) [I 
should think you are the only one! - Ed].

Effort
So all you Junior Guildford archers, 

make an effort - you can't help but enjoy 
yourselves!

Archery Academy 
Update

Words: Steve Tully

In the Winter edition of Gold we re-
ported that the GNAS had given the Club 
a small financial contribution towards our 
proposed multi use archery academy.

Contribution
Although modest in size the contribu-

tion generated much interest and support 
from Sport England and Guildford Bor-
ough Council.

Detailed
Since that time many hours of work 

have been dedicated towards producing a 
detailed development/business plan for the 
proposed scheme. The various drafts have 
been discussed with the Club's committee.

Document
The completed document - extending 

to some  150 pages sets out our aims and 
objectives, justification, project outline, 
funding and lease arrangements for the 
scheme. It also includes demographic 
studies and countless letters of support.

Focus
The business plan has been tailored to 

focus on the latest guidance and funding 
criteria laid down by the Government and 
the funding authorities. In this respect we 
have had to widen the scope of the project 
slightly in order to attract the appropriate 
funding interest.

Funding
Further discussions have taken place 

with Sport England and Guildford Bor-
ough Council. The Bowling Club and our-
selves were invited to submit funding 
applications to both of these organisations. 
This was duly completed over the Summer 
months.

Requests
We have requested considerable con-

tributions in excess of £100k from both. 
We should know if we have been success-
ful by the last quarter of this year. - fingers 
crossed!

Building

In addition, the Big Lottery have now 
release a new fund of money under their 
'community building' scheme . We are 
currently working on the first stage appli-
cation. This will be considered by BIG 
during January 2007.

Painstaking
The process of raising funding is very 

painstaking and much patience is required. 
If - and it still is a big if - we are successful 
the rewards for the Club will be consider-
able.

Detail
A more detailed report will be pre-

sented to the AGM in January.

Middlesex Open 
York/FITA

Over the May bank holiday Middle-
sex held their annual York and FITA com-
petitions at the Grasshoppers rugby 
ground in Twickenham. Eleven Guildford 
archers made the trip with Clare Kinsey 
claiming the visiting lady’s champion tro-
phy for the York round held on Sunday the 
28th of May, well done Clare.

Spelthorne Open 
York/Hereford

On a baking hot day in June a large 
contingent of Guildford archers attended 

the open tournament run by Spelthorne 
archers in Sunbury.

Winning
Guildford archers put in many good 

performances with John and Barbara Proc-
tor winning their respective classifications 
in their first ever competition!

Performance
Other performances of note were 

Christian Drew who won the junior boys 
Bristol 3, Clare Kinsey who came second 
in the lady’s recurve Hereford, Val Smith 
who also placed second in the lady’s com-
pound Hereford and Ian Gray who placed 
fifth in the gents recurve York.

Team
All these good results helped Guild-

ford secure the team gold with a team of 
Clare Kinsey, Christian Drew, Ian Gray 
and Robin Pearce who had unfortunately 
left before the above picture could be tak-
en.

Surrey County 
Championships

At the 53rd. Surrey County Champi-
onships many Guildford archers put in 
good performances, most notably Clare 
Kinsey who won the lady’s championship 
wining the handicap award at the same 
time.

Winners
Val Smith came second in the lady’s 

compound division and Christian Drew 
won the metric 3 in the junior boy’s divi-
sion. Ant Jempson came second in the 
gent’s handicap and along with Clare Kin-
sey, Peter Hansen and Ian Gray (all pic-
tured above) also claimed third placed 
team for Guildford.

Raffle
As if all the success was not enough 

perhaps our most complete success was in 
the raffle; with nine members winning 
prizes! All in all a most successful compe-
tition.


