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Surrey County 
Championships
On a baking hot day in July a large 

contingent from the club attended the Sur-
rey County Championships held at King-
ston University sports ground in Tolworth.

Success
It was to prove a successful day for 

the club as we came away with nine med-
als between us, including second team 
overall. The archers comprising the team 
are pictured right, they are (from left to 

right) Gary Readings, Jan Stolarski, Nikki 
Stolarski and Peter Hansen. Other 
achievements of note are first place for 
Marek Stolarski in the Metric I, Jon 
Howard with a second in the metric II and 

third overall for Val Smith in the lady’s 
compound. Nikki also picked up first in 
the ladies handicap and Jon picked up 
third in the junior handicap. Well done to 
all involved.

Guildford Regain
Flag Trophy

On a changeable day in August teams 
from Farnham, Alton & Four Marks and 
Guildford Archery clubs contested the fi-
nal round of the 2005 FLAG competition. 
Shooting a Albion with Windsors for the 
juniors at Farham’s ground in Elsted, 
Guildford were looking to capitalise on 
our 400 point lead from the first round 
held our ground in Normandy.

Breezy
Despite the breezy conditions and the 

occasional shower Guildford archers did 
their best to maintain their concentration 
and though there was the usual lack of 
confidence expressed at lunchtime, by the 
end of the day when we were settling 
down to the fine buffet laid on by Farnham 
there was a growing sense of confidence in 
the Guildford camp.

Places
Guildford archers took the first four 

places in the gents recurve competition 
and first in the ladies recurve and com-
pound competition. This meant that the 
team consisting of Peter Hansen, Val 
Smith, Steve Lingwood and Jan Stolarski 
(all pictured left) had scored over 400 
points more than the second placed team 
from Farnham.

Trophy
When this was added to the results 

from the previous round Guildford won 
the trophy with a comfortable 800 point 
margin.

Thanks must go to our hosts at Farn-
ham for a most enjoyable shoot and I think 
we can all look forward to next years event.

Don’t Forget:
House Shoot 25th Sep 1PM
Agincourt Shoot 2nd Oct 
10:30AM
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A Windsor at
Windsor

Words and Pictures: Steve Tully

Picture the scene.  A glorious 
summer’s day, the distant sound of leather 
against willow and the backdrop of the 
majestic Windsor Castle. This was the 
setting for the annual invitation shoot 
hosted by Windsor Forest Bowmen at the 
Home Park on the 12th June.

Round
GAC were represented by Jan, Nikki 

and Marek Stolarski and Steve and Mat-
thew Tully. More than 80 archers took part 
in the event.

And what round was shot at this most 
English of tournaments? Well a ‘Windsor’ 
of course.

Patron
Prince Phillip is patron of Windsor 

Forest Bowmen and a picture of him, sur-
rounded by enthusiastic archers, proudly 
hangs in the Club’s pavilion. As the royal 
standard was flying - a very useful wind 
aid - rumours spread that the Duke of 
Edinburgh might pay the tournament a 
visit. Sadly he didn’t – but it was fun to 
speculate. 

Team
The Guildford squad took third place 

in the team awards and Marek was first in 
the U18 section. 

Friendly
This was a very friendly shoot and as 

the distances shot were relatively short 
(60, 50, 40 yards) it is one to be recom-
mended to all those wanting to take a first 
step into outside club competitions.

Doing a Dunster
Words and Pictures: Steve Tully

Dunster archery week takes place dur-
ing the third week in June and is set in the 
picture postcard venue of Dunster Castle 
in  north Somerset. 

Stunning

The venue was nothing less then stun-
ning. More than 500 archers took part in 
the week of competitions which included 
a two way clout, longbow rounds and the 
South West regional championships.

The castle is set in a beautiful pictur-
esque valley backed by glimpses of the sea 
and surrounded by a medieval village. It 
was just like being sent back in time.

Guildford
Guildford was represented by Matt 

and Steve Tully who were joined by asso-
ciate members Clive Singer and Julie His-
ton (who shot for Greenwood Osterly 
Archers). We each took part in the Cham-
pionship competition on 16th & 17th June.

Clive and I shot the double York and 
Matt & Julie the double Hereford rounds.

Watering Holes
Clive and Julie had been to the event 

before and seemed to know all the local 
watering holes – no change there I hear 
you say!

Heat
Because the event took place in a 

valley the heat started to rise as the day 
wore on (you may remember it was a very 
hot weekend). It was like shooting in a 
caldron. At one point the heat rose to 34 
deg. C!

Concentration
With so many archers and targets 

(nearly seventy were set out), it became 
very easy to loose concentration at aim at 
the wrong boss. This is colloquially 
known as ‘doing a Dunster’.

Secret
So did any of us fall into the trap – 

well that’s our secret, but I would strongly 
recommend the event to anyone looking 
for a bit of fun and fellowship.

Little Acorn
Words and Pictures: Paul Hampton
Additional Picture: Steve Tully

The 25th June saw a fantastic turnout 
for the Little Acorn, the club’s showcase 
competition open to junior archers. There 
was an immense spirit of fun for the day 
with most archers in fancy dress; a Bondi 
beach surfer, Maid Marion of yore, a 
cricketer, and a footballer were examples 
of those spotted on the shooting line! Ad-
hoc, (and sometimes involuntary!) face 
painting throughout the day, also produced 
some entertaining characters, such as the 
Incredible Hulk and a variety of bizarre 
whiskered animals!

Bubbles
This was also the club’s first major 

outing for the new boss stands (I think the 
paint was almost dry!), which were an 
impressive array especially when the sun 
broke through the clouds. A clever device 
blew streams of bubbles which floated 
across the field in the gentle breeze, 
framed by the backdrop of colourful flags 
and bunting. Our resident DJ, Steve ‘T’, 
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provided the musical accompaniment, 
however, he was soon inundated with 
iPods; their owners eager to contribute 
tracks with a somewhat more ‘youthful 
invigoration’. Initially considerately 
played between ends, the music was 
swiftly voted unanimously to play contin-
uously throughout the day; these kids 
know how to party!

Shooting
The shooting was a fine display of a 

great depth of junior talent at all levels; 
along with many new recruits to the sport 
being guided gently into the competition 
format. It was a joy to watch so many 
youngsters of all ages enjoying the sport. 

Catastrophe
The archer’s enthusiasm for the day 

was matched only by their appetite for the 
BBQ, with long queues keeping Heather 
and Katrina busy all day (thanks to you 
both for the hard work); and a major catas-
trophe was only narrowly averted when 
the burger supplies ran out! Thanks also to 
Nicki and Patsy, doing a roaring trade on 
the cakes, drinks and confectionary in the 
‘tuck shop’ in the hut.

Elimination
After the official shoot, the day’s ar-

chery was concluded with an exciting sin-
gle arrow ‘elimination’ competition, 
whittling the entire field down to a sole 
winner who scored the most consecutive 
golds, in a hotly contested nail biting fin-
ish.

Thanks
Thanks also to all the helpers that day, 

you know who you are! Whether it be 
setting up the field, gazebos and bunting, 
collecting arrows, helping with scoring, 
handing out the goodies and prizes, serv-
ing the food, painting the last of the boss 
stands, and packing everything away at the 
end, the effort is appreciated and makes 
the day so much more special for every-
one. Thanks also to our officials, little red 
riding hood, sorry, Maggie Woolf, and our 
field captain Mick, with the rather prepos-
terous Austrian hat!

Final thanks to Val for organising and 
orchestrating the entire event and playing 
such a dynamic part on the day, dashing 
about with spot prizes, raffle tickets, nip-
ping out to refill supplies, making ad-hoc 
announcements or springing some helpers 
into action; without her the event may not 
even have taken place, and on behalf of the 
club I would like to thank her for the 
immense effort and late nights required to 
make the event such a fantastic success.

Guildford Juniors 
at the National

 Junior Champion-
ships

Words: Matt Tully
Pictures: Steve Tully

So how do you describe the biggest, 
most important junior competition in the 
country? Bewildering, exciting, terrify-
ing? Well upon arrival at the National 
Sports Centre at Lilleshall (after what 
seemed an age of traveling), all these 
thoughts come together as the immense 
sight of 63 targets unfolds in front of your 
eyes. 

Championships
The Championships took place on Sat 

2nd and Sun 3rd July 2005. We shot the 
Junior FITA star on Saturday with rounds 
ranging a Gents FITA to the Metric V. On 
Sunday, we shot the National Junior 
Championships with imperial rounds from 
York to Bristol 5.

Burgers
I guess the things that really hit me 

when we arrived were the two hundred 
and fifty 8-18 year olds gathered in one 
place, the bows and telescopes gleaming 
in the sun, the miles of tents and the 
number of burgers required to fuel so 
many hungry mouths! 

Bows
As John Howard, Marek Stolarski and 

myself made our way onto the ground with 
our Dad’s on Saturday we could make out 
the national teams of England, Wales and 
Scotland (Ireland were nowhere to be 
seen). We saw a huge range of equipment 
spanning from the most basic of traditional 
longbow, through recurve to a compound 
that seemed to have more wheels than our 
car!

Tents
We pitched our tents about half way 

along the line and began setting up our 
bows. Despite John almost knocking him-
self out with his poker, we managed to 
complete this task before we were called 
to assembly! The judges of the day briefly 
explained the rules of the contest. This 
seemed to involve traffic lights and a sys-
tem of flags. It was all a bit bewildering.

Rounds
On Saturday, John and I shot a Metric 

II  FITA Star and Marek shot the Metric I 
. On Sunday we moved on to Bristol II and 
Marek shot a Bristol I.

Practice
The tournament opened with 15 min-

utes of practice at the longest distance and 
then it was straight into the 12 dozen ar-
rows that were to determine our places.

Tough Competition
The competition was tough, and that’s 

an understatement! We were against some 
of the best archers in the UK, but we put 
up a good fight and did our best for the 
Club.
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The results were:
FITA star:
Marek (Metric I) score 1016 (17th)
Matt (Metric II)  score 989 (19th)
John (Metric II)  score 895 (23rd)

Junior Champs:
Marek (Bristol I) score 913 (12th)
Matt (Bristol II)  score 964 (22nd)
John (Bristol II)  score 944 (24th)

Enjoyment
We truly will remember Lilleshall as 

one of the best organised, fantastically 
done and most enjoyable shoots we have 
ever competed in. The atmosphere of the 
event was cool despite the heat of the day; 
there was no arguing or bickering over 
scores. Every one just took it in their stride 
and had two fantastic days shooting.  

Thank you From 
Heather

Thank you to you all for your words 
of thanks and also the presentation of a 
garden hammock, as you can see I made 
myself comfy waiting for the sun to shine 
on me while I was recuperating after my 
foot operation, I think I missed most of the 
good weather or was it that I didn't rest as 
much as I should have done, that I will 
teach me.

Heather.

Take-a-Break 2005
On a beautiful June day those archers 

who had been lucky enough to get the day 
off work or come down with some mys-
tery illness that enabled them to come to 
the shooting ground on a Wednesday and 
take part on the 2005 Take-a-Break shoot.

Atmosphere
The Take-a-Break shoot always has a 

nice relaxed atmosphere (well except 
maybe for Mick who does the organising!) 
as can be seen from the attitude of some of 
the Guildford contingent pictured above, 

who are clearly focused on a day of in-
tense competition!

Good Time
What with the glorious weather and 

friendly atmosphere I think it is safe to say 
that a good time was had by all and thanks 
must go to Mick for organising such a fun 
event, Heather for doing the catering and 
the other Guildford members who helped 
out throughout the day.

Results
Relaxed shoot or not as it is still a 

competition there is still the matter of 
scores and in this case our own Jane Read-
ings (right) succeeded in topping the 
scoreboard for the lady’s recurve here pic-
tured receiving her reward from Lady Par-
amount for the day Val Smith (left).

GNAM
In case you are wondering GNAM 

stands for the Grand National Archery 
Meeting, this is one of the major events in 
the archery calendar but as it is a meeting 
as opposed to a tournament it more of a 
chance for members of the GNAS to get 
together and have a good time shooting 
than a serious national competition. After 
all how many competitions have you been 
to where they serve sherry half-way 
through the morning session?

Civilised
This highly civilised event takes place 

at the national sports centre at Lilleshall in 
Shropshire. Six Guildford members made 
the journey up north to take part in this 
event, from left to right; Colin Ellsley, 

Peter Hansen, Gary Readings, Steve Ling-
wood, Dave Roseman and not pictured Ian 
Gray.

Heat
This was another competition where 

we were blessed with great weather, ex-
cept on the last day but we will come to 
that later. In fact the judges issued several 
warnings about heat and reminding the 
archers to make sure that they were getting 
enough liquids, advice the Guildford 
members followed with some enthusiasm!

Setting
The national sports centre is an im-

pressive place as you might imagine. The 
shooting field can accommodate an enor-
mous number of targets and even has 
floodlights, though I don’t know if they 
are used for archery or just when other 
sports are using this particular field.

Incident
Speaking of other sports; an incident 

occurred on one day of the event that 
caused considerable disruption. This was 
when a couple of people out on a training 
run decided to run around the shooting 
field including behind the targets! Need-
less to say it was necessary to stop the 
event while these two (insert derogatory 
name here) cleared the danger area. This 
was the only real interruption to two glori-
ous day of shooting, the kind of days that 
make you forget about freezing to death in 
February shooting a frostbite or getting 
soaked by the unreliable English weather 
at some ‘summer’ tournament.
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Facilities
One major advantage of holding a 

shoot at such a site as this close proximity 
of creature comforts, this included a bar 
for topping up those essential fluid levels 
at lunch time and you can even stay within 
the grounds, though we chose a pleasant 
hotel in nearby Redhill. Those choosing to 
stay were able to eat in the refectory 
housed in one of the original buildings 
(pictured above).

Final Day
Well after two wonderful days shoot-

ing I suppose it is not surprising that the 
weather had a sting in the tail for us, the 
final day was planned to see a long na-
tional round shot in the morning with the 
results announced and prizes given after 
lunch. However at breakfast we had severe 
doubts as to whether this would happen, 
still we dutifully headed over to the field 
in pouring rain.

 We arrived to find many archers 
roaming around huddled under umbrellas 
trying to decide whether they were going 
to shoot in these conditions, some brave 
souls had already put their equipment to-
gether and had their wet weather gear on 
ready to start. Others felt that it wasn’t 
worth it to spend the morning getting 
soaked and then having a long damp drive 
home as the main event was over and the 
national round was just there as a extra. 
However all this soul searching was cut 
sort when the organisers decided that due 
to the lightning in the area that it was not 

safe to start and as there was no prospect 
of things improving that day the national 
round would be canceled.

Results
Maybe due to the good weather many 

fine scores were shot over the two days, 
the most notable of which from a Guild-
ford perspective was Peter Hansen claim-
ing second best handicapped score in the 
gents recurve, well done Peter.

Club House Update
Words Steve Tully

The facilities group have been making 
steady progress on the proposed new club 
house project described in the last edition 
of ‘Gold’.

EGM
Following a lively EGM in June, gen-

eral presentations have now been made to 
the Parish Council and Borough planning 
officer to solicit the amount of support for 
the proposed joint venture project with the 
Bowling Club.

Lease
The feedback has been very positive. 

Initial concerns over the club lease have 
been allayed through discussion with 
Guildford Borough Council. The Club has 
a guaranteed ground lease until at least 
2030 with options to extend to 2153!

Funding
We are now ready to start our funding 

applications. - First stop will be a submis-
sion to Sport England. Jeff Bayton is hard 
at work putting this together. 

Bowling Club
By working in partnership with the 

Bowling Club our ability to secure grant 
assistance is significantly improved. Fol-
lowing the success of the 2012 Olympic 
bid we are hoping that more money will 
find its way into community sport. If our 
application proves successful we will then 
look to other funding organisations to top 
up the development fund – watch this 
space.

Get Together
On a lighter note we had a very well 

attended ‘Get Together’ with the Bowling 
Club in July. Both Clubs enjoyed a very 
sociable evening and were able to learn a 
little about each others sports over a little 
cheese and wine. Thanks to everyone who 
helped.

Help
A number of club members have 

started to come forward with offers of help 
with the project. If you would like to lend 
a hand please contact one of the facilities 

committee or email Steve Tully on 
s.f.t@btinternet.com 

A more formal report will be given at 
the AGM where the comments raised at 
the EGM will be addressed. 

Lalham Medals

Pictured are the members of the 
Guildford team who competed at Lalham 
earlier in the year but due to a error in the 
scoring were not awarded the third place 
they had achieved. Happily this error was 
spotted and corrected and they are pictured 
here with the medals they have subse-
quently received. Well done to (from left 
to right) Steve Lingwood, Mick Brown, 
Neil Bentley and Gary Readings.

Andover FITA Star

This year’s Andover FITA star was 
shot it pretty miserable conditions, the 
above photo being the only one I took for 
fear of getting my camera soaked. Still this 
didn’t stop some archers shooting well 
with a total of 36 FITA stars being clamed 
by the participants. Also of note was two 
world records shot by Katie Moir in the 
ladies compound division with 354 for 
60m and 352 for 50m. These fantastic 
scores also helped her to three national 
records for the ladies FITA, double FITA 
and short metric.


